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Superfluous, that is, if we choose to look on
language as exclusively a reproduction of the
most general means of thought, through whose
arbitrary application the knowledge of things
is to be attained. But unquestionably from
the first it was meant to be more; a great
part of the work that had to be done it has
already done for consciousness. Every object
of eternal perception, every event, every ex-
tended figure pictured by us in imagination,
every relationship between several things, may
be approached on different sides by our re-
flective attention. Almost every content,
therefore, admits of more than one notion
being formed of it, according as we begin our
construction with this or that constituent or
point of relation, and add the others in this
or that order of succession. The names of
objects in a language of long standing are
sufficiently set free from remembrances of
their earlier meaning, the forms of construc-
tion by which relationships are indicated have
become sufficiently detached, to leave freer
scope to the imagination in this affair of in-
dividual fancy; former generations must in
this respect have felt themselves under greater
restraint. From the origin of their words
being still in remembrance, and the mode of
their combination being under stricter regula-
tion, they must have been surrounded as with
an atmosphere of common, national thought,
which, had already fixt the standard of con*
176